
The Cyrus Cylinder (British Museum) c. 539-530BC 

 

2 Chronicles 36:22-23 ‘Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD 

spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus 

king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, 

saying, Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth has the LORD God of heaven 

given me; and he has charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there 

among you of all his people? The LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.’ 

The Cyrus cylinder does not specifically mention the Jews but it mentions the decree of 

Cyrus allowing those taken captive to return to rebuild their temples. 

“From [Shuanna] I sent back to their places to the city of Ashur and Susa,  Akkad, the land of 

Eshnunna, the city of Zamban, the city of Meturnu, Der, as far as the border of the land of Guti - the 

sanctuaries across the river Tigris - whose shrines had earlier become dilapidated, the gods who lived 

therein, and made permanent sanctuaries for them.  I collected together all of their people and 

returned them to their settlements, and the gods of the land of Sumer and Akkad which Nabonidus – 

to the fury of the lord of the gods – had brought into Shuanna, at the command of Marduk, the great 

lord, I returned them unharmed to their cells, in the sanctuaries that make them happy.   

“May all the gods that I returned to their sanctuaries, every day before Bel and Nabu, ask for a long 

life for me, and mention my good deeds, and say to Marduk, my lord, this: “Cyrus, the king who fears 

you, and Cambyses his son, may they be the provisioners of our shrines until distant (?) days, and the 

population of Babylon call blessings on my kingship. I have enabled all the lands to live in peace.” 

 

From the translation by Irving Finkel  

http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/article_index/c/cyrus_cylinder_-_translation.aspx 

http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/article_index/c/cyrus_cylinder_-_translation.aspx


The prophet Isaiah had prophesied 180 years earlier that the LORD would raise up one 

called Cyrus who would allow the Jews to return to Jerusalem to build the temple. 

Isaiah 44:28  That says of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying 

to Jerusalem, You shall be built; and to the temple, Your foundation shall be laid. 

Isaiah 45:1-4 Thus says the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to 

subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved 

gates; and the gates shall not be shut;  I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I 

will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the 

treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, the LORD, 

which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect, 

I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me. 

Ezra records the decree made by Cyrus allowing the Jews to return. 

Ezra 1:2-4 ‘Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  

Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, 

which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in 

Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help 

him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the 

house of God that is in Jerusalem. 

 

 

    

 


